Dear Parents,

OCTOBER 2018

Our “Meet the Teacher”
evening on Tuesday,
September 25th was well
attended. Thank you to
everyone who participated.
You shared with us many
supportive comments about the
briefings you received from
your child(ren)’s teachers. We
appreciate your support and
your eagerness to work with us
as we are entrusted with the
most important and rewarding
task of educating your child
(ren). Please partner with your
child’s teachers and help your
child keep up-to-date on
assignments and projects.
Together, we can work to help
your children become
confident, successful students!

As we begin the month of
October, we will be
stressing the rosary in our
religion classes. I
encourage you to set aside
a time to pray the rosary
as a family. A great day
to do this would be on the
Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary, on October 7th.

Finally, please take the
time to read the
information provided in
our Family Envelopes
and return any forms in a
timely manner. We
strive to keep you up-todate and informed as
much as possible.
Thank you again for
your continued support!
Mrs. Karen Green
Principal

DATES TO REMEMBER IN OCTOBER
2 ...................School Pictures for Grades Pre-K and K-2
3 ...................School Pictures for Grades Pre-K and 3-5
4 ...................School Pictures for Grades 6-8
5 ...................First Friday Mass at 9:00 a.m. & Student of the Month Assembly
8 ...................NO SCHOOL, Columbus Day Holiday
9 ...................SOS meeting @ 7 p.m.
12 .................Mass at 9:00 a.m.
......................... Subway Day
......................... Kutter’s Cheese Fundraiser Orders Due
18 .................Family Fitness Night, 6-7:30PM
19 .................Mass at 9:00 a.m.
......................... Grades 3-5 Old Fort Niagara field trip
22 .................Hearing & Vision Testing
26 .................Mass at 9:00 a.m.
27 .................St. Joe’s Fall Festival
29-11/2 ........Red Ribbon Week

School Pictures
Our school pictures will be taken
on October 2, 3 and 4. Pre-K
students and grades K-2 will be
photographed on Tuesday,
October 2nd. Pre-K students and
grades 3-5 will have their pictures
taken on Wednesday, October 3rd,
and students in grades 6-8 will be
photographed on Thursday,
October 4th. This is a dress-up day
for all students. Uniforms need not
be worn, but jeans, shorts, and
t-shirts are not permitted. Thank
you for your cooperation.

GCASA will help us to recognize
Red Ribbon Week from October
29th through November 2nd. Red
Ribbon Week activities raise drug
abuse and violence awareness with
age-appropriate activities and
classroom discussions. SJS will
kick-off the week with a Dress in
Red Day on Monday, October 29th.
For a $1 donation, students may
wear clothing that is red in color
and school appropriate. Students
should not be dressed in: tank tops,
bare midriffs, inappropriate t-shirts,
etc.
Thank you to Mrs. Harding, our
GCASA representative for planning
our Red Ribbon Week activities!

Can & Bottle Drive

Sick Policy

St. Joseph School is registered at
Eastown Beverage in Batavia (563
E Main St.) for can and bottle
redemption. If you would like to
support this fundraiser, just drop of
fyour cans and bottles and let them
know you want the proceeds to
benefit SJS.

Please remember, if your child has
had a fever or vomited, they may
not return to school until a full
24-hours after these symptoms have
completely ended.

Thank you!

No School
There is NO school on Monday,
October 8th in observance of the
Columbus Day
Holiday.
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Please respect this very important
policy. Many of our students have
infant siblings at home who can
become gravely ill if their sibling
carries home an illness shared by a
student returning to school while
still infectious.

Subway Day
Our next Subway Day will be
Friday, October 12th. Please be sure
that order forms are turned in by
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 11th.
NO regular lunch will be available
on that day.

School Uniforms
The winter school uniform begins
on November 1st. Boys in grades 68 must wear a button-down shirt,
tie, navy pants and belt. Boys in
grades K-5 have the option to wear
either a banded, white long-sleeve
polo shirt or button-down shirt and
blue tie with their navy-blue
uniform pants. Girls in grades 6-8
must wear a white
button-down-blouse or turtleneck
with either a blue or plaid skirt or
navy-blue pants. Girls in grades K5 may wear the banded, white
long-sleeve polo shirt, turtleneck or
button-down-shirt with navy-blue
pants or a plaid jumper.

SOS Dues
Thank you to everyone who has
already paid their $10 S.O.S dues!
If you have not already done so,
dues can be sent into the main
office.

Family Fitness
Family Fitness Night
October 18th 6:00-7:30pm

REMINDERS:
*NO makeup or high-heeled shoes
are permitted.
*Boys’ hair may not be below the
shirt collar in the back or past the
eyebrows in the front.

 Healthy Eating with “Commit to


*Boys’ and girls’ shirts must be
tucked in at all times.
*Only school uniform sweaters or
fleeces may be worn in school.
*Navy blue ties are sold in the
office for $8.00

Thank you for your support
of these important school
policies!







be Well”
Fitness with
 CrossFit Silver Fox
 GET FIT
 Blue Pearl Yoga
 YMCA
Avoiding Infections with UMMC
Addiction awareness with
GCASA and Reality Check
Safety Awareness with Genesee
County Sherriff
SJS “Lil Irish” Basketball
Injury Prevention and Recovery
with chiropractor

Please sign
Please take the time to sign and
return to the office the parent/
student signature page that was sent
home in the first family envelope.
The calendar/handbook is available
on our school website.

and agree to abide them.
Thank you!

Your signatures are important to
confirm that you have had an
opportunity to read school policies

VIRTUS Workshop
The Diocese of Buffalo, along with
all Catholic Dioceses in the United
States, requires that any person who
works with children in any
capacity, as a paid worker or
volunteer, must participate in a
“Protecting God’s Children”
Workshop. Anyone who
volunteers in our school, coaches,
or chaperones a field trip must
attend a workshop session.
To register for an upcoming

session, go to www.virtus.org and
click on the VIRTUS online
registration tab.

training bulletins. Reminders are
sent to the e-mail address you
provided.

Our school will be hosting a
workshop on Tuesday,
November 6th at 6:00 PM. You
must pre-register if you wish to
attend this workshop or any others.
If you have previously attended a
session, it is not necessary to attend
again. However, you must keep
updated by completing the monthly
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Nurse Notes
If your child has had a physical,
please provide a copy of the report
to our nurse’s office. Please note
that NY state changed the
requirement for physicals to grades
K, 1, 3, 5 and 7.

If absent please call the
school to report the
absence and send a note
upon return. Thank
you!

Drop Off/Pick Up
By this point in the school year, all
students in grades K-8 should be
familiar with our morning routine.
Please circle around the cones and
drop off your children to keep the
traffic flowing. If for some reason
you need to come into the building,
please park away from the drop-off
loop.
Please be sure that your children
are NOT being dropped off
before 7:30AM. There is NO
supervision before this time, and
we do not want children to be left
unattended. Thank you!

Tardiness
All students should be in school by
8:00 each morning. Students are
considered late if they arrive in their
homerooms after 8:10. It is
important for our students to get a
good start in the morning without
rushing. Please assist your children
with being prompt.
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School Sign In/Sign Out

All

parents
must
sign students in and out of school in
the main office if they are late
arriving to school or leaving early
for an appointment. A note should
accompany children in the morning
so the classroom teacher and office
are aware of your arrangements.
We ask that parents not go directly
to a classroom. Please come to the
office and we will call their
classroom requesting that your
child be excused. Thank you for
your cooperation!

Vacations
Please remember that when a
student is absent from school,
teachers are continuing to present
and explain new material. While it
might be possible for a student to
complete missed homework
assignments, it is not possible to
catch-up on missed classroom
instruction. Please make every
effort to arrange vacations when
school is not in session so that each
student may receive their complete
education.

SchoolMessager
Once again this year we will be
using the “School Messenger”
family contact system. This allows
us to contact you by phone, email
and text. On your Family Contact
Form you provided the number(s)
and email address(es) at which you
wished us to contact you. If at any
time in the school year you need to
update that information please
contact us in the school office.

requesting that you “opt-in” to
receive messages. Please realize
that text is the method we are
likely to use when contacting
families with time-sensitive or
urgent messages.
Please feel free to contact Mrs.
Nora O’Neill in the office or at
noneill@sjsbatavia.org with any
questions.

The text messaging portion of
SchoolMessenger is an “opt-in”
service. This means that the system
will be sending you a text message

Substitutes
If you or someone you know would
be interested in serving as a
substitute-teacher at the school,
please call the office to express
your interest. Thank you!

Fall Festival
SOS will be hosting a Fall Festival
on Saturday, October 27th from
2-4 PM in the school parking lot.
More details will be coming home
soon. All St. Joseph School
families are invited to participate in
this free event. Be sure to mark it
on your calendars so you won’t
miss out on all the fun.

TOPS in Education
Tops markets sponsors a school
fundraising program called “Tops
in Education”.

program year.
TOPS contributes up to 5% of your
purchase to our school. The more
supporters our school enrolls, and
the more they shop and purchase
TOPS brand products, the larger
our school benefit will be.

Thank you to our families who have
supported the program for the last
six years.
Please remember that supporters
must re-register each school year.

Please go to the TOPS website to
enroll for the 2018-2019 school
year:

Here's how it works:
Register your TOPS Bonus card.
Select St. Joseph School from the
list of schools that have registered.

http://www.topsmarkets.com/
Education/

Purchase participating TOPS brand
products with your TOPS Bonus
card throughout the 2018-2019

MAMMOTH Sale Update
Six months have passed since
April’s sale which means we are
already halfway to next year’s
MAMMOTH Sale! Kathy Stefani
and her team of volunteers have
been working diligently on nearly a
daily basis in preparation for April
2019’s sale. We are so thankful for
the generous donations which pour
in year-round.
Now that October is here it is time
for our annual costume jewelry
drive! We accept all pieces: clasps,
necklaces, bracelets, earrings, pins,
hair pins, etc. Even broken pieces
have some value and are appreciat-

Gym Uniform Orders
Gym uniforms for students in
grades K-2 are available for purchase throughout the year. However, we must have 12 before we may
submit. Please send orders to the
main office and we will fill them as
quickly as possible.

ed. Last year’s costume jewelry
drive profited $1,664.31 for our
school! If you have anything to
contribute, you may drop it off at
the St. Joseph Church office during
office hours or at St. Mary’s Church
Hall on Tuesday mornings from 911AM.

nations by April.
Please call Kathy Stefani (585-3442701) with MAMMOTH Sale questions. Thank you!

Also we are presently in need of
new volunteers to help us process
donations on Tuesdays 9-noon (or
any portion of time during that period). It is not difficult and the fellowship and refreshments are wonderful! We are truly in need of assistance in order to process the do-

Mid-term Progress Reports
The mid-point of our first marking
period is Friday, October 5th.
Progress Reports will go home on
the following Friday, October 12th.
These mid-term Reports are
completed at each teacher’s
discretion as a tool to formally
communicate with families. Not all

teachers will report on all students.
If you have any questions, please
contact the office.
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